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HISTORY OF USS COD (S8 224%)

USS COD (Ss 224), a 1,525-ton submarine of the GATO Class of
was bullt by the Electric Boat Company of Groton, Connecticut.
keel was laid on 21 July 1i942.

USS COD was launched on 21 March 1943 with Mrs. Grace M. Mshoney,
wife of a veteran employee of the Electric Boat Company, as the offi-
clal sponsor.

The submerine was placed in commission on 21 June 1943 and, after
the usual fitting out period and shakedown trials, sailed for the
Pacific combat area by way of the Panama Canal.

COD arrived at Brisbane, Australia, on 2 October 1943 and after
completing exerclses and topping off fuel at Darwin, Australia, sailed
on her first war patrol under the command of Lieutenant Commender J.C.
Dcmpsey, USN. It was conducted in thc northern portion of the South
China Sea and extendcd for 64 days; 45 of which were spent on station
and the approaches thereto.

USS COD covered her assigned area In a most thorough manner tut
through a comblnation of bad weather and 111 fortune was never in &
position to cash in on her few fruitless contacts. t was not until
she was on her return trip that she finally attained a satisfactory
attack position on a worth-while target.

. On 29 November 1943, the submarine was on surface patrol across
the northern end of Palawan Passage and at 0547 sighted an enemy
destroyer at about 10,000 yards range. With sunrise, visibility im-
oroved and the hulls of two large ships were distinguished beyond and
Just ahead of the escort. A short time later, two more ships were
sighted well separated from the first two. COD submerged to make ap-
proach and at 0557 identified the convoy as one tanker, two cargo ships,
one iransport, and a destroyer of the MINEKAZE Class.

It was planned to fire four torpedoes at one of the cargo ships
and two . &t the transport and then swing for a stern tube shot at the
destroyer when she headed toward the firing point. The first four
were flred, but while swinging the periscope for a set-up on the trans- °
port, a premature explosion of the first torpedo was heard and it was
figured there wes no time to complete the set-up. The other two for-
ward tubes were fired immediately at the mainmast of the transport and
COD swung right while observing the targets. A hit was observed and
heard on the cergo ship between the steck and after king posts and
then a second under the stack. The enemy ship took a port list and
began to smoke and settle aft.

A few seconds later a splash was observed in the vicinity of the
premature exploslon and a plane was noted zooming over the spot. A































